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The lure of living in an environment which com- 
bines natural beauty with modern community 
development attracts people to Plainfield, the Queen 
City in the Garden State of New Jersey. The local- 
ity, rich in historical background, had its begin- 
nings in the Seventeenth Century and played an 
important part in the American Revolutionary 
War. Plainfield alone does not lay claim to all that 
is desirable in residential advantages and business 
opportunities, but shares these characteristics with 
North Plainfield and a number of towns which 
comprise the Plainfield area. 

Plainfield lies directly south of the beautiful 
Watchung Mountains and twenty-four miles south- 
west of New York City. While primarily residential 
in character and noted for its civic and cultural 
advancement, this community is also the home of a 
number of well-known manufacturing industries 
and the recognized business center of central 
New Jersey. 

This brochure is an authentic pictorial and 


descriptive presentation of one of America’s out- 
standing communities. 


RESTDENTIAL 


The Plainfields abound in residential advantages 
and home building opportunities. Residential 
sections protected by zoning ordinances afford 
the prospective renter, buyer or builder a wide 
selection of homes, apartments and building 
sites. Many of the new dwellings are bungalows, 
ranch houses and garden apartments. There are 
also neighborhoods of expensive homes and 
estates. Building codes, while reasonable, require 
good construction methods and materials. Con- 
j gestion has been prevented by regulating the size 
line adds charm to this of building lots and the set-back of building lines. 


Deep building ial yy 
stone-front Colon Real estate transactions are expedited promptly 


and efficiently by experienced local agents wha 
know every property in the community. Archi- 
tects, contractors, supply firms and financial in- 
stitutions are ready to serve the investor, builder 
and home owner. 

The general appearance of the community is 
one of good architecture and design. Flowers, 
shrubs and lawns predominate in residential 
areas which are noted for a profusion of for- 
sythia and a large number of beautiful and well- 
preserved trees. A majority of residents own 
their homes and naturally take pride in making 
Bungalow of latest design wit oe them attractive and keeping them in good 

shrubbery arrangeme condition. 


h attractive 


Is it any wonder that the movement of people 
from the congested cities becomes more _pro- 
nounced every year as they discover the healthful- 
ness of suburban living, its restfulness, its charm, 


its unbounded opportunities for outdoor recreation. 


W ooded section of winding roads, beautiful trees 
and rock gardens 


Artistic appearance and good maintenance show 
pride in home ownership 


Value of shade trees is recognized by continuous 
care. throughout the years 


o 


A more formal setting for this English Tudor 


APART ME VES 


Prospect Apartments 


Green Brook and Cedar Brook Apartments 


Modern apartment buildings and garden apartment 
developments offer three to five room dwelling units 
for those desiring minimum space with maximum con- 
venience. Desirably located, these apartments are but 
a short distance from shopping centers and transporta- 


tion facilities. 


Leland Gardens 


Meadowbrook Village 


The garden apartments have courts and lawns for out- 
door recreation, children’s playgrounds, parking facil- 
ities and garages. Clubs and social gatherings afford 
tenants an opportunity to share their common interests. 
One apartment village publishes its own weekly news 


bulletin. Here, too, living is good in The Plainfields. 


OVERNMENT 


The mayor and councilmanic form of gov- 
ernment predominates in the Plainfield 
area. A few outlying communities are gov- 
erned by township committees. Govern- 
ment representatives are elected by wards 
or at large, serving without pay. 

Citizens respond when called upon to 
serve on boards, commissions and commit- 
tees, and give freely of their time and 
counsel. Local governments are thus close 
to the people which insures honest, eco- 
nomical and efficient administration of 


public affairs. 


Plainfield Tax Office 


Plainfield City Engineer’s Office View of Plainfield City Clerk’s Office 


SCHOOLS 


Plainfield High School 


ORB. 


DeWitt D. Barlow School 


ES 


Frederic W. Cook School 


Public, private and church schools have modern build- 
ings, are well equipped and do excellent work in youth 
training and education. There are commercial and 
manual training courses for students not planning to go 
to college. High schools and private preparatory schools 
give college entrance examinations and their graduates 
make good records in their college work. All regular 
school sports afford every student an opportunity to 
participate and to reach his highest athletic attainment. 
It is appropriate to mention here that Plainfield has 
the distinction of being the home of the first free public 


school in New Jersey. 


School buildings are well distributed in residential 


sections. Special patrols police street crossings. Children 


are instructed in safety precautions. Where necessary, 
school buses transport children. 

Parents take an active interest in school activities 
which are featured once a. week in a special section of 
the local daily newspaper, the Plainfield Courier-News. 
Public officials and taxpayers support school officials in! 
the preparation and execution of plans for school build- 
ings and other improvements of the school system. 

Almost every known type of instruction is available 
in the community. There is an accredited business 
college and there are schools for the teaching of dancing, 
music, art, sculpture, language and drama. There is 
usually an adult education program. Extension courses 
and post-graduate work are available at universities in 


nearby cities. 


The Hartridge School 
A country day school for girls 


North Plainfield High School 


The Wardlaw School 
A country day school for boys 


PUBLIC BUILDINGS 


Plainfield Municipal Building 


Civic pride and the high standards of this community 
are reflected in its public buildings. Municipal halls, 
schools, public libraries, post offices, hospital, fire and 
police headquarters have an appearance which inspires 
confidence in their services. The good architecture 


and sturdy construction of these buildings lend an air 


of permanence and give residents a sense of security 
for the future of the community. 

Carefully selected and well-trained personnel are 
employed in all public services. Postal service is at a 


high point of efficiency. Public libraries meet all 


requirements. 


North Plainfield Municipal Building and Fire Headquarters 


Plainfield Fire Headquarters 


Plainfield Public Library 


North Plainfield Memorial Library 
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Administration Building, Muhlenberg Hospital 
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The community is well equipped with public 
playgrounds where trained supervisors direct a 


varied program of sports and recreation through- 
out the year. Neighborhood center programs are 


conducted in art, sewing, manual training, cook- 


ing, handicrafts and games. 


Field hockey in action 
Cycling through the laurel paths 


Aerial view of Cedar 
Brook Park 


The Iris Gardens 


Cedar Brook and Green Brook Parks have facilities for 
baseball, tennis, soccer, softball, archery, lawn bowling, 
horseshoe pitching, band concerts, picnicking, cricket, 
field hockey, football, fishing, ice skating and hockey. 
The nationally-known Shakespeare and iris gardens, a 


plantation of dogwoods and extensive daffodil plantings 


Baseball in the park 


are located at Cedar Brook Park, one of the outstand- 
ing garden centers of Union County. 

Other units of the Union County park system are 
within a few minutes’ drive from the Plainfields. They 
swim- 


have facilities for golf, boating, horseback riding, 


ming, camping, fishing and trap shooting. 


Fishing for sunnies 


Shakespeare Gardens 


Bowling on the green 
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Plainfield Courier-News 


Park Hotel 
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ALTO PARKS 


In The Shopping Area... 


This community is well on its way with the solution 
of the parking problem through municipally-owned 
and operated off-street parking areas. The first of such 
areas proved so successful, financially and otherwise, 
that other areas will be built to provide for long-time 
parking as well as for the usual short periods. There is 
general agreement among public officials, motorists and 
business people that development of adequate munici- 
pal off-street parking facilities is the only satisfactory 


and permanent solution of the parking problem. 


A number of business firms have established mod- 
ern parking facilities for their customers. Parking 
space is also offered by private operators and garages. 


Parking meters are used on principal shopping 
streets to accelerate turnover in periods of twelve 
minutes, twenty-four minutes and one hour. Some 
secondary streets have two-hour meters. 


Auto Parks Owned and Operated by Business Firms 


es 
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IVDUSTR 


Diversified industry 


Industrialization of the Plainfield area has 
shown a continuous and steady growth. 

Large numbers of skilled mechanics, pro- 
duction men, laboratory technicians and expe- 
rienced office workers are available. Hundreds 
of engineers and chemists have come to live 
in The Plainfields, brought from all parts of 
the country by research departments of many 
companies. The diversification of skills of 
these people presents a favorable manpower 
potential for almost any industrial operation. 

The varied nature of industries represented 
here can be observed in the nationally-known 
trade marks in these pages. The pictures of 
plants indicate that these companies are not 
static but aggressively expanding. 


Newspaper publishing and vaults 


Modern design 


Hundreds of industries, both large and 
small, are flourishing in the favorable 
atmosphere which the Plainfield area 
provides. The tax situation. labor supply, 
transportation facilities and nearness to 
markets and ports all contribute to this 
healthful industrial climate. 

Principal industries are: automobile 
trucks and busses, printing presses, 
power tools, meters, pumps, tanks, ma- 
chinery, conveyors, electric motors, heat- 
ing units, condensers, thermal units, 
electronic and television units, construc- 
tion steel and other steel products, cast- 
ings, metal working, dry cleaning ma- 
chinery, adhesives and starch products, 
beverages, paper products, drugs and 
pharmaceuticals, magazine printing, 
commercial printing, newspaper pub- 
lishing, wood partitions, wood working, 
cabinet making, furniture, plastics, art 
goods, dresses and other garments, hats, 
gloves, curtains, knitted goods, burial 
vaults, monuments, aluminum ladders, 
handbags and novelties. 


Large industrial sites 


Machine and equipment industry 
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The Home Of Industries You Know 
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SAVARY & GLAESER, INCORPORATED 
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MANUFACTURERS OF CORRUGATED FIBRE SHIPPING CONTAINERS, PARTITIONS, LAMBERTS, PADS AND DIE curs 


PEVANCIAL INSTITUTIONS 


Resources of a hundred million dollars repre- 
sented and protected by local financial insti- 
tutions reflect the wealth and security of the 
community. There are three trust companies, 
one national bank and one mutual savings 
bank. In addition, there are savings and loan 
associations, building and loan associations, 
small loan companies, commercial credit and 
finance companies. A brokerage firm, branch 
of a well-known New York company, offers 
investment and brokerage service. 


Every kind of modern financial service is 
rendered in a friendly atmosphere by experi- 
enced executives who give citizens the benefit 
of their good judgment and wise counsel. 


Mid-City Trust Company ee 
Plainfield Savings Bank 


i he 


PRANSPOR TATION 


Park Avenue looking south 
from Front Street 


Comfortable and convenient transportation to and from 
the Plainfields is provided by the Central Railroad of 
New Jersey, the Baltimore & Ohio Railroad and the 
Reading Company, and the Lehigh Valley Railroad at 
South Plainfield. 

Public Service Coordinated Transport and the Som- 
erset Bus Company furnish excellent transportation in 
and between all neighboring towns as well as Newark 
and New York City. Transportation to the Watchung 
mountain area is provided by the Strang Bus Service 
and the Mount Bethel Bus Service. Transcontinental 
service is supplied by the Greyhound Bus Lines and the 
All-American Bus Lines. 


And Street Scenes 


Main station at 
North Avenue 


Newark Airport, the third most important air ter- 
minal in the East, is an easily travelled distance of 
eighteen miles. Within the Plainfield area, Hadley Air- 
port offers a well-equipped local airfield which has 
already become valuable to industry for rapid freight 
delivery and as a housing center for industry-owned 
and private flight equipment. 

Located between the two great metropolitan centers 
of New York and Philadelphia, the Plainfield area is 
well endowed with a fine network of hard-surfaced 
roads linked to N. J. Highways 25, 28 and 29, and to 
U. S. Highway 22. 


In 


Watchung Avenue looking 
south from Front Street 


Hundreds of modern stores, sales and service organiza- 
tions make Plainfield the “Shopping Center of Central 
New Jersey.” 

There are department stores, variety stores and 
specialty shops, appliance, equipment and supply firms, 
automobile dealers and service organizations, and other 
service establishments of all kinds. Local businessmen 


The Shopping Center Of The Plainfields 


On time with comfort 
and convenience 


have a reputation for fine merchandise, good values 
and excellent customer service. 

The volume of trade is large for the size of the City. 
It has been built up by community retail sales and 
promotions which attract shoppers from a trade area 
consisting of eighty-five towns with a total population 
of two-hundred thousand. 
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Congregations of many creeds meet in dignified 
houses of worship and a spirit of tolerance and 
friendship exists among the various denominations. 


Beautiful church buildings and grounds, and 


church schools, reveal the interest in spiritual 


development and the close attention given to 
religious education. Church facilities are used for 
socials, civic meetings, lectures, public forums, 
welfare, charitable and character-building pur- 
poses. There are many adult and young people’s 


clubs within church organizations. 


Temple Sholom 


First-Park Baptist Church 


SOCIAL SERVICES 


Social services belong to the whole 
community. Their goal is to strengthen 
and steady family life. Voluntary 
agencies devoted to this task are the 
United Family and Children’s Society, 
Associated Catholic Charities, Red 
Cross, Day Nursery, Salvation Army 
and the Volunteers of America. Pub- 
lic agencies include the Municipal 
Youth Guidance Council, Welfare De- 
partments, County Welfare Boards 
and the State Board of Child Welfare. 


Community health services accent 
preventive aspects of all-round gen- 
eral health through early diagnosis 
and treatment. Voluntary agencies in 
this field are the Muhlenberg Hospital 
and Clinics, Visiting Nurse Associa- 
tion, Mental Hygiene Society, Cancer 
Society, Maternal Health Center and 
the Hearing Society. In addition there 
are Public Health Departments, School 
Clinics and State Clinics. 


Through the recreation and group 
work agencies, people learn to live, 
work and play together. Such oppor- 
tunities are open to everyone in the 
activities of the Boy and Girl Scouts, 
Catholic Youth Organization, Mellick 
Community House, Neighborhood 
House, Jewish Community Center, 
Y.M.C.A., Y. W.C. A., and the pro- 
grams of public Recreation Com- 
missions. 


Community Chest Headquarters 


Co-ordinating, planning and cen- 
tral financing services are rendered 
by community councils and The 
Community Chest. 


Boy Scout Headquarters Girl Scout Camping 


Jewish Community Center Young Women’s Christian Association Young Men’s Christian Association 


CLUBS, CIVIC, CULTURE 


READING CLOCKWISE: 
Annual Outdoor Festival of Arts 
One of Many Nearby Golf Courses 
Home of Monday Afternoon Club 
Mendelssohn Glee Club 
Plainfield Symphony Society 
The French School of Music 


Almost every known type of social club, fraternal, civic 


and cultural organization is active in the community. 


There are golf clubs, women’s clubs, men’s service 
and civic clubs, veterans’ organizations, fraternal and 
social organizations, garden clubs, P.-T. A.’s, profes- 
sional associations, sport clubs, drama groups, an art 
association, a male glee club, a symphony society and a 


community concert association. 


A number of these organizations have as their 


main purpose the support of community 


charities. Some of them have attractive 
buildings with spacious grounds and ade- 


quate entertainment facilities. 


HISTORICAL 


By 1865 there were seven farms established along Cedar 
Brook in the Green Brook Valley, forming the original 
settlement of Scotch Plains. These colonists had emigrated 
from Scotland. This Valley was entered by the old road 
from Piscataway and New Market (Quibbletown) to 
Rahway and by the old road (now Woodland Avenue) 
through Oak ‘Tree to Metuchen. At the intersection of 
these two roads, near the present Plainfield Country Club, 
there was built in 1736 a Quaker Meeting House. 

Around a grist mill built on Green Brook in 1760 near 
Watchung Avenue, the site of Tier’s Pond, and the Quaker 
Meeting House after its removal to Watchung and North 
Avenues in 1788, there formed the small village of Mill- 
town, later to become Plainfield. 


The Revolutionary War was over, and the country was, 


taking on a new lease of life. The ancient Indian Trail 
from the Hudson to the Delaware was now cleared and 
_ equipped with fast stage coaches, the “Swift Sure Line,” 
precursor of the Central Railroad of New Jersey. 

Plainfield became a township in 1847 and an incor- 
porated city in 1869. North Plainfield was formed into 
a separate borough in 1885. 


Places of historic interest: 


Washington Rock: One and a half miles west of Plain- 
field in the Watchung Mountains. The point from 
which General Washington watched the movements of 
the British Army in New York Harbor. 


Quaker Meeting House: Watchung and North Avenues. 


Drake House: West Front Street at Plainfield Avenue. 
Where General Washington held conferences. 


Blue Hills Monument: Green Brook Park. Commemorat- 
ing Blue Hills Fort and Camp. 


Site of Revolutionary 
Encampment 1777 


Wasuincton Rock 
General Washington’s Lookout 1777 


Original Quaker Meeting House 1736 


Drake House 
General Washington’s Headquarters 1777 
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OTHER FACILITIES 


Studio of Radio Station W XNJ-FM 


i 
The Park Hotel 


The Plainfield Courier-News, a daily news- 
paper with 26,000 circulation, gives complete 
coverage of local, state and national news, 
contains many special features and carries a 
large volume of advertising. 

A number of suburban weekly newspapers 
are published in the area. 

WXNJ-FM, Plainfield’s own radio station, 
operates on 103.9 megacycles and broadcasts 
a regular schedule of music, sports, news, civic 
events, special features and advertising. 

The Park Hotel is a strictly modern, well- 
run and high-grade establishment with facil- 
ities for banquets, conventions and private 
parties. 

There are many attractive restaurants in 
the area. 

A New Jersey Motor Vehicle Inspection 
Station, conveniently located, gives motorists 
efficient and courteous service. There is also a 
Motor Vehicle registration office. 

The Caroli Travel Bureau renders com- 
plete service for any kind of travel through- 
out the world. 

There are four modern motion picture 
theaters. 

The New Jersey Bell Telephone Company 
provides service through a modern dial sys- 
tem with ample facilities for expansion. 

A Western Union Telegraph Company 
office serves the community. 

The water supply .from the Plainfield- 
Union Water Company is always fresh and 
pure, being pumped from artesian wells into 
ample reservoirs. 

Electric and gas services are supplied by 
the Public Service Electric & Gas Co., which 


maintains a commercial! office in Plainfield. 


* * * 


Persons interested in residential informa- 
tion, business opportunities or industrial 
plant locations are invited to communicate 
with 


THE CHAMBER OF COMMERCE 
OF THE PLAINFIELDS 
7 Watchung Ave., Plainfield, N. J. 
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New Jersey State Motor Vehicle Inspection Station 
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